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’■ .WASHINGTON— "President Reagans 
signed anr executive order yesterday; 
that makes it easie/, fQr A officjala*ito- 
statnp documents “secret.” reversing, 
a. 30-year trend of giving the public 
more access to government files' 

“It is essential fbr, our citizens to be 
informed' abouf'their government's- 
•; activities; but tit asr also essentiaj.-tp 
• protect certain sensitive information 
when disclosure /could harm the' 
security of all qurcitizens,’ i, ;Reagarr 
said in a statement accompanying.; 
the order. 

The order replaces one signed by 
President Jimmy Carter in 1978 that 
placed new restrictions on use of thel 
. government- secrecy: stamp arid 1 'ih-;| 
sisted that secrecy be specifically" 
balanced against the public's right to I 
know; ’ ' ; - r‘r &*?***¥ * ’ 3 *" ?, V$j 

' The Reagan order, .which Will take 
effect "in- about r 10 ' days and which:'] 
'w_ent through' several drafts in the f 
/last year ( lias beemcriticized by jour^ 
nalists and civil libertarians 'as 
granting government : officials/tbq, 

: much power to withhold information.) 
from the public! ..'-'2^. " 7. K 
.- The Reagan order, u, 

• Allows classification .of idocu 

ments even iL! possible damage "tot; 
national .security,’ Is not ’’identifi- ' 
> aole, .- ■■■ •?* ?** »**;%*?* 

• Deletes - Carter’s mandate V that : 


officials must ^determine whether 
the. -public - interest* in disclosure.; 
-outweighs the damage to national Z 
security that might reasonably ^be 
expected from disclosure.'’.. 

1 • Drops Cartels- requirement that- 
classified ^dopumentsmbe reviewed; 


• after six years with an eye toward 
releasing them unless their contin- 
ued classification is required to pro- 
tect national security. : .. .7 

• Creates a new area of classilica- 
tion: “the vulnerabilities or capabili- 
ties of systems, installations, projects 
or plans that relate to the national 
security.” Critics claim this provi-. 
sion amounts to a “blank check for 
the government- to keep documents- 
secret.- .. . . v , • . 

c-Sen. Daniel 7P: Moynihan ofNew 
York.- the ranking Democrat on the 
Senate Intelligence Committee, said 
the panel had urged Reagan to keep 
Carter's requirement that-damage to 
the national security be “identifi- 
. able" before information could be 
classified. ' : 

.. “Not to have done so was a mis- 
take" Moynihan said:'* ' J ;. 

But Sen. Barry M. Goldwater (R., 

’ Ariz,): the Intelligence Committee's 
1 chairman, called the orderthe “prop- 
er common-sense balance" between 
government secrecy and the need for 
a well-informed public. / 

'"..*T h’ave ‘never -subscribed. to the 
notion that there are no enemies 
within the boundaries of our coun- 
try.” Goldwater said. “Truly sensitive, 
information must be- kept; - from; 
them.” .-/Tm-w; 

.Rep. Glenn English (D..'{ Okla.),’ 
chairman of the Government Opera- 
tions information and individual: 

./rights subcommittee, saidjih|^Rp&i 
gan order’s overall messag’qri^clas- 
sify, classify; classify.”’-;?? 7 ' : ~ < ?v ? 
•'■7 He said- -the order appears to ex : 
pand greatly ths-amount of informa- 
tion that is subject to classification; 
! and to increase the number of bu- 
■: reau.irretswith authority to classify/ ? 

. •** -£/. \\-jT- ;■ 

A“The new executive order appears, 
to have been designed primarily for 
.the convenience of bureaucrats who 
;want to- hide their actidhs-from -the 
public^’ English said. “One can only 
assume-'that the; mania for secrecy 
goes' all the way tcy the top of the- 
administration ” ; 7- 

; Senior admin istration officials said 
•yesterday they did not- believe the 
new order would lead to more docu- 


ments being kept secret. But they 
said it would make it easier to block 
court challenges to their classifica- 
tion decisions. • .7 

At a White- House briefing, the offL 
cials said the order would ' help 
reduce the perception in other coun- 
tries that the U.S. government can be 
forced to give out .critical intelii- 
‘ gence information. . 7 ' 7 ,7 ;'v. 77,. [■ 

The officials- said, Carter’s order/ 
had led- to the release of someinfor-,; 
mation that should have been kept ! 
secret, but they refused to- identify 
the documents or give details.,---, 77/ 

Although broadening the govern- 
ment’s power to control information,’ 
the final order reflects a retreat from; 
earlier proposals! 7 i? 

.- ; Unlike a previous. draft; the order 
signed by Reagan keeps Carter’s" 
requirement .that, classified docu- 
ments be marked section by section 
as to their sensitivity. Earlier drafts 
of the order had allowed entire docu-, 
ments to be classified even if only 
parts contained sensitive informal 
tion.' 7 , . ‘ ' ■'>’ ; '' -. 7 '- 7 

The final order also backed off a 
proposal that- would, have required 
documents to be classified at the 
highest possible level even if there 
was reasonable doubt about the need 
to keep the document secret, v ;,--q 

The order states that in such cases, 
the documents should be safeguard- 
ed as if classified for 30 days while an 
appropriate official determines what 
secrecy classification to apply;*.'---'-:--: 

- Previous ordera dating to the Nix-. 

on administration had- insisted that: 
where there was- reasonable- doubt; 
the document should not be classi-- 
iied or the lowest possible secrecy 
level should beapplied. a o; ux-y-* 
Like the Carter order, Reagan’s' 
order has three- levels of -classifica- 
tions: top secret, secret and confiden- 
tial. It also retains the requirement 
that secrecy not be used to cover up 
waste or wrongdoing. - i b-jtrWr 

A group called , the Reporters' 
Committee complained that Reagan’s 
order “will prevent the press histori- 
ans. academicians, researchers and- 
oiher citizens from obtaining infor- 
mation about- foreign affairs, ‘intelli- 
gence and defense planning.”-'a-:/hr / 
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